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SUBJECT: MUNICH VOA LW TRANSMITTER 
REF: BONN 5828 (NOTAL) 

1 . USG IS PREPARED TO HOLD PRELIMINARY TECHNICAL 
DISCUSSIONS WITH FRG BUNDESPOST MINISTRY IN REGARD 
TO DISPOSITION OF VOA MUNICH LW TRANSMITTER. 
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2. BIB (RFE/RL) INFORMS US THAT IT HAS NO DESIRE TO 
MAKE USE OF THE TRANSMITTER OR FREQUENCY 209 KHZ. 

3. FYI: USIA/VOA POSITION REGARDING UTILIZATION OF 

VOA LW TRANSMITTER WAS CONVEYED TO HOUSE INTERNATIONAL 
SUBCOMMITTEE AT CHAIRMAN'S (FASCELL) REQUEST AFTER 
LATTER EXPRESSED INTEREST IN LEARNING USIA'S PLANS FOR 
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USE OF TRANSMITTER AT AUTHORIZATION HEARINGS. 

4. USIA/VOA POSITION FOLLOWS: "IT WOULD BE IN VOA'S 
INTEREST TO RETAIN OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL OF THE MUNICH 
LONG WAVE FACILITY AND TO MAKE USE OF THE 209 KHZ 
FREQUENCY (WHEN IT BECOMES AVAILABLE IN 1978) DURING 
THE PRIME TIME DAYLIGHT HOURS WHEN THE TRANSMITTER CAN 
OPERATE AT 500 KW POWER WITH AN OMNIDIRECTIONAL ANTENNA, 
I.E., IN THE SUMMER FROM 6 TO 9 A.M. AND 5 TO 7 P.M., 

DURING THE REMAINDER OF THE 24-HOUR PERIOD, THE 
TRANSMITTER WOULD BE PRACTICALLY USELESS TO VOA. IT 
WOULD, HOWEVER, BE FINANCIALLY ADVANTAGEOUS TO VOA 
TO MAKE SOME KIND OF SHARING ARRANGEMENT WITH THE FRG 
WHEREBY THE GERMANS WOULD HAVE USE OF THE TRANSMITTER 
DURING PERIODS WHEN VOA DOES NOT NEED IT AND, IN RETURN, 
ASSUME A PROPORTIONAL SHARE OF THE COST OF OPERATING IT; 

OR, IN RETURN, MAKE AVAILABLE TO VOA GERMAN TRANSMITTER- 
TIME ELSEWHERE IN AN AREA WHERE WE COULD 
ADVANTAGEOUSLY UTILIZE IT. AS A MATTER OF FACT, VOA 
UTILIZATION OF THE MUNICH FACILITY WOULD BE FINANCIALLY 
FEASIBLE ONLY IF SOME KIND OF TRADE-OFF ARRANGEMENT 
WERE MADE, SINCE THE LIMITED USE VOA WOULD MAKE OF THE 
FACILITY WOULD NOT JUSTIFY THE EXPENSE OF OPERATING IT 
UNILATERALLY. THE SHARING OR TRADE-OFF ARRANGEMENT 
WITH THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE TO BE NEGOTIATED. 
ANY AGREEMENT ON GERMAN USE OF THE MUNICH LONG WAVE 
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FACILITY WOULD BE SUBJECT TO PERIODIC RE-EXAMINATION. 

THE US, IN ANY CASE, WOULD INSIST ON RETAINING ULTIMATE 
CONTROL AND WOULD BE ABLE TO USE THE FACILITY IN CASE 
OF EMERGENCY OR DRASTIC CHANGES IN INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONSHIPS.'' 

5. WE ARE ALSO IN TOUCH WITH RIAS BERLIN TO DETERMINE 
WHETHER THEY HAVE ANY INTEREST IN SHARING THE 
TRANSMITTER. END FYI. 

6. GIVEN RECORD OF US-FRG DISCUSSIONS PRIOR TO AND AT 
THE 1975 LF/MF CONFERENCE IN REGARD TO FRG HAVING 
PRIORITY FOR LF REQUIREMENTS, AND CONSIDERING THE 
LAST SENTENCE OF PARA 3 IN BONN 5828, IT SEEMS APPARENT 
THAT FRG'S PRESENT INTEREST IS PRIMARILY IN USING 209 
KHZ AND NOT NECESSARILY THE VOA TRANSMITTER ITSELF. 

7. IN VIEW FRG UNWILLINGNESS TO SHARE 209 KHZ WITH 
RFE/FL, WE NEED TO ASCERTAIN IF IT WOULD CONSIDER 
SHARING WITH VOA. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TAKE LOW-KEY 
SOUNDING WITH FRG WITHOUT COMPROMISING USIA/VOA POSITION 
CITED ABOVE OTHER THAN TO INDICATE VOA INTEREST IN 
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